
Church on ‘da’ beach in Hawaii 
By Brady Arneson, a 2013 graduate of AFLBS, serves as a lay pastor at the Waikiki 
Beach Gathering 

 
SURFBOARDS, BOARD SHORTS, AND SLIPPERS. The Waikiki Beach Gathering in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, may be the most chill church you’ll ever attend. I believe two 
things set us apart from other churches—the beach and being real. 
 At the Gathering we are the church without walls. We meet under 
tents and sit in beach chairs. Our setup is approachable because we are  
Hanging out at the beach just like everyone else. We have a huge feather flag 
that says, “Come join us!” And people do. We attract a lot of people who 
wouldn’t normally walk into a church building. Long hair, tattoos, piercings—
we have them, too. 
Everyone is welcome at the Gathering no matter how they look or what their 
background is. We are meeting people where they’re at, and we are 
encouraging each other to be relatable, living this way the other six days of the 
week. We are sharing the gospel freely and have formed a Christian 
community on the most famous beach in the world. 
 “Real” and “raw” are words people use to describe the Gathering. I 
think in a lot of church environments there is pressure to look good spiritually. 
As Christians we act like we’re perfect. That’s why the world calls us 
hypocrites, because we aren’t perfect. C.S. Lewis wrote, “to love is to be 
vulnerable,” and that thought changed my life. We love each other by opening 
up and sharing with people how we’re really doing. I think this is what people 
are searching for: vulnerable, authentic people seeking Jesus.  
 One way we do this is through our Last Friday Night gatherings. The 
last Friday night of each month we meet on a roof 16 floors high under the stars for a 
worship and testimony. It’s a casual time with pizza and an intimate setting to worship 

God. These nights are focused on going deeper with God and deeper with each 

Church on ‘da’ beach in Hawaii 
By Brady Arneson, a 2013 graduate of AFLBS, serves as a lay pastor at the Waikiki 
Beach Gathering 

 
SURFBOARDS, BOARD SHORTS, AND SLIPPERS. The Waikiki Beach Gathering in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, may be the most chill church you’ll ever attend. I believe two 
things set us apart from other churches—the beach and being real. 
 At the Gathering we are the church without walls. We meet under 
tents and sit in beach chairs. Our setup is approachable because we are  
Hanging out at the beach just like everyone else. We have a huge feather flag 
that says, “Come join us!” And people do. We attract a lot of people who 
wouldn’t normally walk into a church building. Long hair, tattoos, piercings—
we have them, too. 
Everyone is welcome at the Gathering no matter how they look or what their 
background is. We are meeting people where they’re at, and we are 
encouraging each other to be relatable, living this way the other six days of the 
week. We are sharing the gospel freely and have formed a Christian 
community on the most famous beach in the world. 
 “Real” and “raw” are words people use to describe the Gathering. I 
think in a lot of church environments there is pressure to look good spiritually. 
As Christians we act like we’re perfect. That’s why the world calls us 
hypocrites, because we aren’t perfect. C.S. Lewis wrote, “to love is to be 
vulnerable,” and that thought changed my life. We love each other by opening 
up and sharing with people how we’re really doing. I think this is what people 
are searching for: vulnerable, authentic people seeking Jesus.  
 One way we do this is through our Last Friday Night gatherings. The 
last Friday night of each month we meet on a roof 16 floors high under the stars for a 
worship and testimony. It’s a casual time with pizza and an intimate setting to worship 

God. These nights are focused on going deeper with God and deeper with each 



other. We sing a dozen worship songs and have a featured testimony from 
someone who completely opens up and shares what God has done in his or 
her life. Then we open it up and almost everyone shares because of this 
culture of love and realness we have. 
 Our mission statement at the Gathering is: “Loving Jesus. Loving 
Others. Making Disciples.” As our church has grown we have realized the need 
to emphasize discipleship. We now have weekly small groups that meet on 
Tuesday nights called Bro Time and Ladies Time. Through this we hope to 
strengthen relationships and make disciples who will make disciples.  
 Every Sunday at 4 p.m. we have church on the beach. The three main 
parts of our service are worshiping God through song, the message, and prayer 
and share time. Different people pray for each prayer request and people are 
given the opportunity to share a short testimony of what God has been doing 
in their lives. The service is an hour long and afterward we have snacks, yard 
games, and hang out talking stories until sunset an hour or two later. 
 My goal in starting this church was to create a group of people who 
love Jesus and love being together, and that’s what we’ve done. These people 
aren’t coming to church out of tradition or routine, they’re coming because 
they want to be there with each other.  
 The people who come to the Gathering are from many different 
backgrounds: locals, new residents, the homeless, and tourists. About one-
third of our congregation is college-aged kids. We have great connections with 
the three main colleges on the island and are actively involved in their campus 
ministries. We also have a solid group of people in the 30-50 age range. Our 
average attendance is in the 30s and we have had more than 50 people come. 
Hundreds of people have been impacted by the Gathering over the last two 
and a half years and new people come to the Gathering every week. 
 Attendance isn’t even what it’s all about. God is doing awesome things 
every week, and the Holy Spirit is changing people’s lives. It’s amazing to see 
and crazy to be a part of what God is doing. All glory goes to God. People are 
stepping up to lead and making the Gathering their home church. We currently 
have seven AFLBS graduates living in Hawaii giving our church a solid 
foundation, and we’re in the process of becoming an official AFLC 
congregation. We are so thankful for your prayers and we can visibly see they 
are making a big difference. 
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