
CALLED TO PLANT: THEN AND NOW 
 
“What has God wrought?” said Moses about God’s chosen people in Numbers 
23:23. What has God done?  
 
The AFLC Home Missions family asks the same question. How did we get here? 
  
Here is our story: Following the New Springtime Revivals in the Midwest 
among Norwegian immigrants in the 1890s, many new churches started across 
the northern tier of the country, as well as in New York, New Jersey and the 
West Coast. We started in house churches and built new worship places 
wherever the frontier moved.  
 
Our current church family, the AFLC, began in 1962 after it appeared the free 
church movement died among leaders of a once-strong body. The merging of 
the Lutheran Free Church into a larger church body led to 40 churches starting 
new. The AFLC was born in Thief River Falls, Minn., and Fargo, ND, with five 
ordained pastors and a handful of visionaries. The new church aimed to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and to encourage believers to use their 
spiritual gifts to grow congregations into places of free and living Christianity.  
 
Since then, the AFLC has grown into a biblical family of 255 gospel-centered 
congregations. Its main offices are located on the shores of Medicine Lake in 
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Plymouth, Minn. A strong 
seminary and Bible school 
help us remain firm in the 
faith, as well as an excellent 
Parish Education ministry and 
Youth Ministry department. 
The largest gatherings of the 
AFLC are its youth gatherings. 
The AFLC also maintains a 
department of Evangelism 
and Discipleship. Our 
fellowship has an active 
World Missions agency, with 
fields in South America, 
Mexico, India, Uganda, and 
partner ministries in Europe. 
Our Home Missions ministry aspires to start new congregations every year.  
 
Is God done working among us? Not quite. We move to the new frontier, 
where new families are moving, or to rural areas where the gospel has been 
abandoned. We work in villages in Alaska, the metro areas of Texas, Arizona, 
the beaches of Honolulu, the tribal areas of Uganda. We preach the gospel in 
California, Pennsylvania and the prairies and new housing tracts of western 
Dakota. In Numbers 23, the prophet Balaam said, “Did I not tell you I must do 
whatever the LORD says?”  
 
Jesus builds His Church. The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. He has 
wrought us with the gospel, and with the gospel we move forward. Can you 
help us help churches start free and living congregations?  

3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Plymouth, MN 55441 
(763) 412-2018 
homemis@aflc.org 
www.aflchomemissions.org 
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